- 


9 
d. they 


* 


Priſcilla ad hear 


and e 


og # 


* 


hounde d 10 him the 


b. chaps 18th, verſe at. 


ye 


p a” 


Wo 


d CONNECTIONS. 


an 

: * 1 
and 

5 
perfe 


- 
— 
- 
> 2 
* 
- 


* 


0 
> 
2 
2 


* 


7 e 
1 


More 


* 
* 


IMENTS: 
-wnto t 
God 


— 


im 


. 
Aa 


* 


* 


” n d Y 
. *. ne 
An 
6 8 1 ts 
*. > * £4 * 4 
5 — 


E 
SENT 


9 
: 
þ 


e 


hom when Aquilla 


* 


N 


1 '2% 
* 13 * 
LY ob 


* „ N 
8 5 
CES 


* 


0 


| tering de de Noah cee 


aft 
C 


P „ ff 
vx 94 
* - ® % 
on =». Ax 
is, — 
. ” 
* 'V 
+ e 
* 
" 
—— „„ * * * 
* . * 
* * = 
+. 
. «2 
#2 vw 
a 33 WV. 35 l 
”— 8 7 ' 
= * 
8 1 
. 
»* _- 
1 * ” 
% * [ 
ITT 


4 THE A 4 
FRIENDLY RETRIEVERS. 


My dear Friends, 


T is not from a diſpoſedneſs to find fault, or a bare - np 
L reliſh for ary controverſy, (each being I judge) for- == 
eign to both my natural, and ſpiritual conſtitution, ear- = 
neſtly wiſhing a greater conformity to the Redeemer, 
under that amiable character, the giver of delight, but 
of ſpringeth from a deſire of promoting your beſt intereſt, 
bright 'ning your views, clearing your proſpects of, and 
aſiſting your progreſs towards that good land you are 
(hope) going to poſſeſs. Hence I crave leave thus to . 
addreſs, I much eſteem and honour in you, all that ap- 
pearance of conformity to the divine nature, which il- 4 
lumes in many; this the glory and perfection of the Crea- ._ + = 
ture, and which I wiſh was wore eligible in the lives and BER 
converſes of profeſſors, God is light. This the illuttrious | #48 ö 
pattern. and the nearer we draw after him, the higher 2,5 
we rife in the ſcale of beauty and hleſſedneſs. 1 
But as the heart is deceitful above all d Satan can 1 
transform, error wear truths garb, and we liable to de— © 


ception, Tis highly neceſſary, deeply to enquire, if our 2 
viens of the Goſpel, as Gods plan of ſalvation, are right- 5 
ly pointed, ſince (even an Apollo fervent in ſpitit,) has 1 
had need to have expounded to him the way of God ER - 
more perfectly, no Chriſtian but may add to virtue, i, 4 
knowledge, and a growth of it in cur Lord Jeſus Chriſt. mw bw 
A Tho --: ä 
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The Apoſtle incited the Epheſians to a right underftand- 
ing in the knowledge, in the myſtery of Chriſt ; the Col- 
loflians, that they might be jilled with all wiſdom and 
fpiritual underſtinding, increaſing in the knowledge of 
God, and to all riches of the ſull aſſurance of under— 
ſtanding, to the acknowledgment of the myſtery, of God, 
and the Father, and of Chriſt, to their eſtabliſhment in 
the faith, that they might be able to render a reaſon of the 
hope which was in them, and contend for the faith, (fiſt 
rightly knowing it,) and now before I enter on the point 
iu view, give me leave to premiſe a few things, and firſt 
what-I think no one will deny, that a conſiſtency in mat- 
ters of faith and Religion, (however too little regarded) 
mould be if poſſible inveſtigated by every profeſſor, and 
that in order that they might not only have ſelf evident 
views of truth, to be able to diſtinguiſh it from error, re- 
joice in it (as it enlarges the mind and gives freedom,) 
but likewiſe to capacitate, {in a ſpirit of love and cha- 
rity,) to reduce erring Brethen into its moſt ſafe and ac- 
ceptable paths. Here a query may ariſe, how this may 
be done? who would not gladly and freely embrace tiuth? 
1 anſwer, ſome like Galio care for none of theſe things, 
take up with the principles of their forefathers, and 
might have been Heathens with as good a grace, others 
ſtrain out religion to their own ſize of thought and idea, 
and would wrench truths ſtandard to make it appear uni- 
form, give me leave to propoſe a plan, I with it may be 
adjudged a more excellent way, and firſt in a word to 
the Sceptiſt and Deiſt. | hope he will allow me that the 
inſpiration of the Almighty, or all ſuficient, giveth under- 
ſtanding, that the father of our ſpirits can impreſs them, 
and communicate to them every requiſite to their well 
being and happineſs, and if humbly inplored, will as rea- 
dily, (may I not ſay far more) readily and afſuiedly dif- 
Hurſe for our ocaſions, as ever natural Parents did to 
ſupply the exigences of their pleading offspring: Let 
him then with a due ſence of his ignorance, (tor the wi— 
ſeſt heathens confeſt their higheſt attainments, was to find 
they knew nothing.) I ſay under ſuch a ſenſe implore 
his aid, to irtadiate his doubtful way with truths :Nu'tri- 
Ous Nine, | And 
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And, that the chriſtian likewiſe would invoke the 
God of all grace, the Father of lights and glory, to 
give him the ſpirit of wiſdom and revelation in the 
knowledge of him, that he might abound more and 
more in the knou ledge of him, and in all judgement fo 
as to approve things that are excellent. 

Tn the former ſhall juſt obſerve, May not our Maker 
have revealed his will in fome ſort, or impreſſed divine- 
ly in or on ſome ſubjects, what are his amiable qualitics-? 
from the earlieſt ages, it ſeems to have been taken ſor 
granted. Scarce a heathen writer but enfitines his Deity, 
bends his converſes with human, or inſpifes or infatuates 
his prieſts, and votaries, and why may not a Moſes, a 
Samuel, or Iſaiah, be inveſted with extraordinary emol- 
lument> as ambaſſadors from the ſublime Pr nce, ſar the 
more eaſy and familiar diſcovery of his will reſpeting 
us, let this be duly weighed and as a help to this hint, ob— 
ſerve, that as an anonymous author's productions are fre- 
quently known, from fome acquaintance with the qusli— 
ties and nature of his perſon or character, fo if ſeripture 
(devolved upon us) bear a divine maik and iignature, 
ſuited to a wiſe, holy, good, and juſt nature, (which 
muſt ſuit our conceptions of deity, if properly pointed,) 
a Being infinitely removed from all creaturely debiliſies, 
errors and imperfections: What juſt reaſons then can he 
aſſigned for our not receiving and embracing it? for proof 
take theſe three or four plauſible and probable reaſons as 
co-adjutors ; firſt, the ſcriptures repreſent the divine ef- 
ſence as being, what we muſt ſuppoſe him to be, (if our 
ideas are refined from ſenſual, and ſublimed from brutal 
and vicious affeftions.) His perfeCtions are defcribed 
worthy of a God, as being a ſpirit, infinite, uncircumſcrib- 
ed, dealing with our mentalls, acting on them, though 
ſometimes unperceivable, yet conſpicuous. 

Eternal, — the ancient parent and father of time, and 
creation uncreate, for ſo mult be the firſt cauſe, unchange- 
able, ſince inconſtancy and frailty is our creature badge, 
we know not always our own mind, and when forming or 
adopting ſchemes, ſee not what inviſibly lurking futuriti- 
es will like moles ſap their foundations, Wiſdom, knows 
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what he is about, can make poiſons ſalutary, Fools of 
philoſophers, and of diviners mad men, fleas leap a yard 
and crocodils heave the upper jaw; Pover, gave us to 
Be, puts up affornts, ſhakes creation, and melts bells in 
their ſteeples. Holy, this holineſs is defined to be the 
ſhine and luſtre of all his perfections, for inſtance, his wiſ- 
dom and power might be uſed to our unhappineſs, but 
it is holy, his juſtice to our deſtruction, but he chuſes a 
holy conformity to himſelf, and delights and favours his 
own image where impreſſed. Juſtice, or righteouſneſs, 
this all acknowledge, diſhoneſty is every where decryed, 
we alſo fee how he hangs murderers, and writes mementos 
in markets, * yet goodneſs does it but ſeldom, juſt to tell 
the deiſt he's alive and well. Goodneſs feeds rebells, 
thines upon dunghills, waits ſeventy years upon finners, 
and bids e'm live in their blood. Truth, ſtooped once to 
fwear, though adverſe to a lve, moſt men are one con- 
tinned lie or actively or paſlively, defections from truth, 
deceptions to themſclves and others, 

2dly we find it clearly aſcertain maintain, the pre- 
rozatives of deity, his name great, glorious, unſpeak- 
able, his ſtate tranſcend, high and liited up, his train, 
thouſands of thouſands, humbling himſelf to behol4 
things done in heaven, it's not being clean in his fight, 
pure Angels reſpectively chargeable with folly : His laws 
how right, how holy, juſt and good; how guarded, the 
breach how puniſhed ? how very far ſublimed from the 
moſt refined Gods of the heathens, of whom it might be 
ſaid they were fleſh, and not ſpirit, brutal, but not divine, 

zdly, In the ſublimity of its ſtile, ſee Job, Iſaiah, Jcre- 
miah, Habakkuk, &c. 

4thly, In its Jaws and precepts, calculated as much for 
the intereſt of human nature, (both with reſpect to ſociety 
and individualls,) as the honours of majeſtv. 

5thly, In their retaling to us impartially, the faults, 
and blemiſhes, as well as the virtues, and graces, of its 
worthies, and here 1 cannot but think it an ill fign 
where creatures are dignified with a perſection, they 
were never inveſted with, ſo the tuckith prophet, and 
the ropiſh ſaints, in whom you read of no deiects, hon- 
5 * See DEVIZES. | outing 
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ouring and pilgrimaging to whom, they carry a lie in 
theic right hand, but it has been ſaid, there are manifeſt 
contradictions in it, ſo that the real truth, muſt be with 
great. difficulty aſcertained, I muſt aver, that through 
due examination, long aquaintance, and proper cloſe 
confering, moſt of thoſe obftacles may be removed, and 
we may fee, with how great curious art, the windings 
run, and where the regular conſufion ends. 

Co afiſt in ſo uſeful a work, let me offes a helping hand 
from ſome impreſſes on my mind. | 

Firſt | obſerve there are ſome ſeemingly poſitive aſſer- 
tions which cannot admit of that arbitrary ſenſe and 
meaning they ſeem to convey, as where the Lord ſays, 
] will repent of the good, repent of the evil, and yet I 
am the Lord, I change not, he is of one mind. Now 
this unchangableneſs being a landing perfection, cannot 
be o erthrown, he repented he made man, what ſhall we 
think he did not know what he was about? or how he 
would turn out, I knew thou would ſt deal treacherouſly, 
and waſt called a tranſgreilor from the womb, known 
unto God, are all his works from the beginning, his pow- 
er, that he is great in power, not one faileth. Allmigh- 
ty, yet we read, I thought to have done a little, but they 


helped on the affliction and but that I feared the wrath 


of the enemy, &c. 

His holineſs,) he is angry with the wicked every day, 
yet he hath not beheld iniquity in jacob, the times of 
their ignorance God winked at, what, did he not deſtioy 
'em by thouſands for idolatry and murmurings, yes, but 
has he ſmitten him as he ſmote thoſe that ſmote him ? the 
people perith for want of knowledge, yet he hath com- 
paſhon on the ignorant, and them that are out of the 
way. But take it for-granted God cannot cordially em- 
brace what is contriry to his nature, as light cannot ac- 
cord with darkneſs, His juſtice,) a juſt God and a Savi- 
our, but how can he ſave the ſinner, (which ſhall die) a 
juſt one ſhall attone, be made fin, help laid on one that 
is mighty. Bleſſed device, glorious miſtery, to be juſt 
and yet the qufiifier of the ungodly ; but he will by no 
means clear the guilty, but the Lord hath laid on him 
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the iniquity of us all, he hath magnified his merey above 
all his name, his mercy is from everlaſting to everlaſting, 
endureth for ever, yet who knoweth the power of his 
anger, according to his fear, ſo is his wrath, 

Truth,) a God of truth and yet ſee IId Chron. Chap. 
roth, Verſe 2d. the Lord hath put a lying ſpirit in the 
mouths of the Prophets, and Jeremiah cumplains, thou 
haſt deceived me, now as he is not a man, viz, a man of 
honour, who minds not his word or engagements, far be 
it from perfect ion itſelf. | | 

Obſerve, though his counſels ſtand, and muſt : He 
may appear to act differently towards the world and his 
creatures, he has willed a change, and ſuits his way to 
our creaturely ideas, and concerns. So in the word, if 
we ſay we have no fin we lye, yet he that is born of God 
(as the Apoſtle ſays,) cannot commit fin. Now they do 
not with full conſent, are not under its reign, not with al- 
lowance, &c. Chriſt ſays my Father is greater than I, but 
cannot any perſon of reading obſerve that he was a ſon, 
(Heb. 7th, and 28th, the word of rhe oath which maketh 
the ſon,) and ſervant by engagement, the counſel of peace 
was betwixt them both, I will declare the decree, (that is 
the purport?) the Lord hath ſaid thou art my Son, thou 
art to aſſume that character, and office, till cometh the 
end when the mediatorial kingdom ſhall be delivered up, 
the ſonſhip be caſhier'd and God be all in All. 

The Arians will allow, God will not give his glory to a- 
nother, nay is very jealous of his honour, the Angels re- 
jected divine adoration, ſee thou do it not, Jeſus made 
Loser than the Angels, always accepted it, he, the, wor- 
ſhipped, and they worſhipped him, Matt. 28th, gth V. 


nay he challenged it, that all men ſhould honour the 


Son, even as they, (not foraſmuch as I heard one read 
it,) honour the Father. 

Now I appeal to them, as great reaſoners, if this com- 

orts with reaſon, or common ſenſe, that the one ſhould 
claim it unleſs he had thought it no robbery, or that the 
other ſhould ſufter, nay confer, own, joy in it, if he was 
not «cual, where? ſay they, why firſt he commands the 
Angels to worſhip, Heb. Ift. he ſhews him prophetically 
to man, Iſaiah 4oth, behold your God, tor the Lord oo 

wi 


— A we wh, os wh, hs ©-_ A fn mh to mo Sd O£maAac wc cl .o . SS JAMS a 57 an a 


— — 2 oe - Ji 2 0D 5. rm aA. 


LF. 3 


will come and feed his flock like a ſhepherd, ſee John 
the Xth, and bids the Baptiſt make in the deſart, a high- 
way for God, and that he is indeed the brightneſs of 
his glory, compare Iſaiah the VIth, I faw the Lord high 
and lifted up with Seraphims worſhiping the Lord of 
hoſts, and with John XIIth and 41ſt, as alſo ſpake Iſaial. 
when he ſaw his glory and ſpake of him, but what does 
the divine Father ſpeak? exulting, I ſpeak touching the 
King, gird thy ſword on thy thigh, O Allmighty, with 
thy glory and Majeſty, and in thy Majeſty ride pioſper- 
ouſly, for thy throne O God is for ever and ever. ls 
this the Fathers languge? Heb. Iſt, but unto the Son 
he faith? thy throne O God, &c. As I am got in unwa- 
rily, | would: juſt aſk, pray is a God obliged to exiſt in 
one mode or form ? becauſe man can't tranſmigrate him- 
ſelf into various; are our ways, his ways, or can we 
comprehend him? that moment he ceaſes to be my Deus, 
the devoir vaniſhes, is there not as it were a mate- 
rial Trinity, of one ſubſtance yet ſubliiting in three dif- 
ferent conditions. Air feeds fire, iſſues or erupts in light, 
this again condenſes at the extremity, ruſhes toward the 
ſolar fire, is emitted again in light, the Father as God, 
is repreſented as the conſuming fire, his wrath is poured 
out as fire, will ye ſet bryars and thorns in array againſt 
me ? | 
The ſecond perſon, as the light of the morning, the 
day ſpring, I am the light, the third came upon the A- 
poſtles as a inighty ruſhing wind ? the Fentecoft typify'd 
by the ſounding of trumpets, his influences, breathing up- 
on the plains, coming from the four winds and illuttra- 
ated by its blowing where it liſteth ; the Heathens, when 
they had loſt ſenſe of the true and living God, adopted 
a material trinity, they had, Ifaiah 27th Chap. and gth 
Verſe, Hamenim Images of the ſun as the central fire, IId 
Kings XXIIId Chap. and 1oth Verſe, Heren the fury or 
burning, Beth- Horon Joth. XXIſt Chap. and 32d Verſe, 
but chicfly emblemized by ſhor a young Bull's head, hence 
the golden calf, ſecondly a temple to the light : Beth-She- 
meſh, light receding, Shemeſhon or Sampſon with his 
ſeven locks might repreſent the ſeven ſtreams of light, 
between the ſun and planetary orbs, 
| 16 
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The third, the Canaanites, Joſhua r5th Chap. and 
534 Verſe, had a temple of that action of the ſpirit 
tephoe by which the fire is blown, and fed. Some made 
the eagle the ſpirit ſacred to apollo the ſun juno or jo- 
ne, In Hebrew a Dove, but this as a ſketch, 1 ſhall only. 
add the meaneſs of that low ſarcaſm of Dr. Clark's, (pra 
how does little maſter, I hope he does not think janmlelr 
as old as his Father, ) it retorts on him who might have 
known that the Father of eternity, was Iſaiah, gth Chap. 
bth Verſe, born a Son, a given Son ſor us, but thus the 
world by wiſdom know: not God. 

My ſecond obſervation by way of direction, enters in- 
to the nature of the firſt, viz fix upon nothing as truth, 
which is contrary to the nature of the great legiſlator, thus 
you will avoid much filly controverſy; and a waſte of 


words. Doth a fountain ſend forth ſweet waters & bitter? 
think in ſhort, he cannot deny himfelf who is truth, be- 


weak ho made us, be ignorant of contingencies who is 
the only wiſe, repent who is not man, be all mercy to be 
a God unjuſt, or inexorable who magnifies his mercy. As 
the ſpirit of God is the inditer, think, that he cannot be 
E and nay, rather let us blame our dullneſs of appie- 
ienfion ; beg that in his light we may ſee light, and the 
wondrous things contained in the ſcriptures of truth. 
Thirdly, think all is not Gold that gliſters, nor that al- 
ways to be the truth which gains upon us, error may wear 
truths coat, and we being dim ſighted may give it the 
bleſſing of the elder. Many adopt a ſet of principles, 
ſuited to their unenlight'ned judgments, and then ſearch 


and rake into ſcripture, (like the hen,) to ſcratch up here 


and there a grain of maintainence, for their errors, a 
thorough knowledge of the truth, gives the freedom of a 
ſpacious field, in which the hungry mind may eat and 
live for ever, a Woman naturally loving and tender, 
thinks her darling (perhaps both deformed and froward) 
a fine child, ana wonders every one cannot (like her,) 
admire it. Thus fond, are moſt, of their imbibed ſenti- 
ments, and what ſuits their conſtitution, for the mind 
has it as well as the body. Some have very indifferent 
ones, t'were good to ſtudy them; and beg the renewal 
of a right ſpit, | 
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There is one thing more may be admitted as a rule in 
ſome degree, even this, in where far the greateſt number 
of proofs are ranged; take this plain fimile. A Farmer 
orders three ſervants to go labour on a field in his ab- 
ſence, now two of them underſtand it of ſuch a particular 
ene; a third upon going, poſitively aſerts the Maſter 
meant a different one, now though tis poſible one miy 
ſuperſede twenty, yet 'tis more probable that multiplicity 
of proofs ſhould gain, as in a multitude of Counſellors 
there is ſafety : Having finiſhed my few hints drawn out 
I fear to, too tedious a length, (though I hope not altoge- 
ther uſeleſs,) permit me to point out to you friends and 
brothers, in what I apprehend your fize of mind meaſures 
ſhort of the ſtandard of truth, whereby you fall thort of 
that glory of God, and comfort to your ſelves, I could 
wiſh you. And 

Firſt of not having proper ideas of the divine ſover- 
eignity; in ſpecial ciſes, that God has an abſolute 
right to do what he will with his own, as the Supream 
Potter. In temporals you grant, but are nicely tender in 
eternals, and this mercifull diſpoſition inſpire ſome with 
the warmeſt glow of pious reſentment towards thoſe who 
think they have juſt rea ſon to diſſent from them, but my 
dear warm friends let us conſider the days of old and the 
years of former generations, review the dealings of the 
Sovereign of the univerſe, recollect the awfull eternal re- 
probation of angellic natures, natures I apprehend far 
more excellent than Adams in Paradice, that paſſhng by 
thoſe, a Saviour ſhould aſſume our nature, (like Jacob, 
ſondeſt of the younger born), ſay why was Abel directed 
to typifie the great ſacrifice acceptedly when both Bro- 
thers were equally, naturally enemies to God. 

Wherefore ſuch an amazing diſtinftion of one family 
ſpared, in ſuch an univerſal inundation ? of one Lot, out 
of four cities of the plain, of the Jews being as it were on- 
ly known of all the families of the earth, to whom apper- 
tained the adoption, the giving of the Law, and the 
promiſes, the means of nutriment for the divine life, 
furely the whole earth might have been thus favoured 
if God had pleaſed, hut he, Pſalm 147th and 2oth Verſe, 
has not done ſo with any other nation, halk lyab faid 
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the Church to the divine ſovereignty. Again review 
the conduct of our bleſſed Lord, he called unto him 
whom he would, he tells them, ye have not choſen me, 
but I have choſen you, and ordained you, to bring forth. 
fruit, and that it ſhould remain, why did ſo few believe 
on him. He tells them plainly becauſe ye are not of my 
ſheep, and the Apoſtle ſhews the ſame cauſe, becauſe it 
was given to you, not only to believe, &c. 

Chriſt knew from the beginning who they were that. 
would not believe, conſequemly who he deſign d to con- 
fer that power upon, namely ſuch as ſhould be born, not 
of blood, of the will of fleth or man, but of God, doubt- 
leſs he might have had twelve legions, as well as one 
dozen of Apoſtles had he choſe. Is it not ſtrange that we 
never read of Chriſt's exulting in ſpirit, but in applaud- 
ing the divine ſovereignty ? what is now a-days called 
horrible blaſphemy, I thank thee, &c. Father, &c. viz. 
His hiding from the wiſe and prudent, and revealing to 
babes, is not this ſovereignty ? nay bids the Diſciples re- 
joice in this point of view more, than in diſpoſeſſions of 
devils, that their names were inrolled, but he met with 
the ſame treatment for preaching it, as the goſpel mini- 
filers now, ſee Luke IVth and 16th to zoth, conſider my 
friends, you are got in bad company and that can't. be a 
good ſign. 

But what moſtly ſurpriſes me is, that ſome of my old 
acquaintances whom God evidently diftinguithed, by 
calling, and drawing out from a ſet of abandoned youths 
from darkneſs into marvelous light : (Their neighbours in 
darkneſs until now,) that ſuch ſhould not own and con- 
feſs who made them to differ, mult it not be either of him 
that worketh or of him that calleth, I appeal to reaſon 
and conſcience, tut methinks you durſt not ſay I made 
my ſelf to differ, though vou think it partly in others, 
now is not this a ſecret lurking falacy, may not our Lord 
be obliged to ſay of you as of Ephraim, I taught them 
alſo to go leading them by the arm, but they knew not 
that I healed them, that I more particularly guided their 
heedleſs feet into the way of peace, whilſt others were 
left to foilow the courſe of this world, yes I think muſt 
fay all my throughly enlightned friends, 1 
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At ſuch a ſermon why was I inclin'd? 

My friends unmov'd (of a more generous mind), 

Like Pauls companions, whilſt my heart-ſtrings break, 
They thunder hear ; but not a Saviour ſpeak, 


But do I judge wrong that ſome having experienced 
the force of the word, inſtead of giving God the glory of 
his operating grace, exerciſed toward. them, or upon 
them, as it may be read, Iſaiah 53d! too haſtily ſurmiſe, 
ſuch force of argument and reaſoning might influence 
every hearer, if it ſhould, or they would, you ſeeing re- 
ligion and divine things, in their amiable attractive 
beauties, think it might appear to every one in the ſame 
engaging light, why friends, the Iſraelites when favoured 
with the bright ſide of the cloud, might as well have 
fancied the Agyptians could ſee their way as well as 
them. Here good Mclancton ſtumbled, who thought to 


go out and convert the world, but found old Adam too 


hard for young Melancton, this is not quite foreign from 
my own young experience, ſeeing Men as trees walk- 
ing, but if the experience of above forty years may 
add any weight being put into this goſpel ſcale, I aver 
that from obſervation and being converſant with per- 
ſons, and things, I have found, and do more and more 
find, that all things are of God, and that as in the order 
of nature, motion comes from impulſe, and action tran— 
ſpires from thought, ſo God works firſt to will,. than to 
do, and that agreeable to his good pleaſure, theretore 
mutt fing and with you to join in the chorus. 


Victorious grace, did'ſt thou my will encline, 

Oh grace victorious all the praiſe be thine. 

That e'er J ſought. knew, lov'd ador'd and bleſs'd, 
Was thine my God, all thine from firſt to laſt, 0 
And ſhall be through eternity coniefs d, 


Peruſe with candour, the confeſſions, of Prophets, 
Apoſtles, Martyrs, and through this cloud of witneſſes, 
view ſeſus, as the author and finither of faith. 

And don't write us uncharitable, inhuman, and injuri- 
ous to our fellows, becauſe we de not ſpeak wickedly 
for God, I ſolenmly declare tor my ſelf and moſt of my 
calviniſtic 


calveniſtic acquaintance, that we wiſh the ſalvation of 
all, were it the Sovereign pleaſure, but action ſhews the 
purport of the mind, God's thoughts and ways, are a- 
bove ours, who giveth none account, rather let our wills 
be reſolved into his moſt holy and wiſe purpoſes, who 
knows to clear himfelf, and will do right, ſhould we not 
think it impertinence. Could we ſupoſe ſome ſeraph 
(from natural affection for ſome of his fal'n inmates), 
ſhould tax his Maker with dealing hardly with them, ei— 
ther in his ſuffering them to fall, or configning them o- 
ver to eternal perdition, a+ incongruous would it be in 
me to aſſert that his late Majeſty had as compaſſionate a 
reſpect for Kilmarnock as Cromarty, when their different 
fates glaringly evidenced the contrary. 

Secondly), there ſeems to be an unacqua intedneſs both 
with the nature, and terms of the covenant of grace, the 
covenant of peace, and redemption between the Father 
and the Son, 'tis rarely if ever mentioned as though un- 
ſcriptural, when it ſo much abounds with it. 

Read Zech. 6th, 12th and 13th. Iſaiah, 42d to 8th 
Verſe, the engagements on both ſides, the plan, the effect 
of this covenant, I will declare the decree, aſk of me, I 
will give thee the heathen, if thou wilt make thy Soul 
an offering for fin, thou ſhalt ſee thy ſeed, TI give thee 
for a covenant or purifyer to the Gentiles, he ſhall ſec 
of the travel of his Soul, &c. 

This ſurety remonſtrates, who hath believed, &c, Je- 
hovah's arm upon whom 1evealed, I ſaid I have labour- 
ed in vain, no, becauſe a nation that knew thee not thall 
run unto thee, why? becauſe of tie Lord thy God, then 
he ſays, lo I come, I looked and there was no Man, no 
Interceſſor, therefore he lays down his life for the Sheep, 
agreeable to the former, of which Chriſt ſays no Man 
can come unto me except the Father draw him, and how 
does he it, why thy People ſhall be made willing in thy 
day of power, a ſeed ſhall ſerve thee, booked down to 
Adonai my Lord, and he calls for a note of admiration, 
behold me and the children whom God hath given me, 
they ſhall be for ſigns, &c. 

Thine they were and thou ga7eſt them me, I will that 
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thofe whom thou haſt given me, be with me, I prav for 
them, (not for the world,) &c. I would aſk, have thoſe 
words any meaning? are they, not plain Engliſh? If I 
am deluded, l mult difcard all at once, and be ſure of 


nothing I read, but as words are formed to convey ideas, 


and arc juſt to their traſt, I muſt take em as they lye 
before me, and the ſcripture cannot be broken. 

God ſaid I have made a covenant with my chofen, 
now this covenant was opened, and ſhewn- before the 
conditions were fullfilled. The purport is ſomewhat 
ſhewn, Pſalm 89th, David knew the ſecret of the Lord 


was with them that feared him, aud that he would ſhew 


them his covenant, I have thought it a little odd that 


God ſhould ſhew a thing which never exiſted, but in cal- 


viniſtic whimſies, but tis ſaid there is a covenant betwixt 
God and the Creature and conditions in it, I'allow there 
are qualifications but can find no conditions but on God's 
part, for a perſon once broke, and having no ftock of 
his own, may not prudentially be truſted. Thoſe requi- 
ſites or quallifications God has promiſed to implant, le- 
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remiah 31it Chap. and 34th Verſe, Heb. Sth Chap. and 


10th Verſe, I have oft” admired how conciſely Gabriel 


opened the plan to the Virgin, and how it: guards: a- 


ainſt our modern fooliſh object ions, as to his name, 
Jelus a Saviour, not a half Saviour, fave his People, 
why all the World is his, no; I pray not for, &c. but for 
them, given me out of the World, redeemed from a- 
mong Men. Why then as they mult be ſaved they may! 
live as they liſt, they are ſafe, no !:ſaved from their ſins, 
I realy; wonder, where! Mens fenfes are, or what they 


dream about, to bring up ſuch ſtale, (I won't call em ob- 


ject ions.) j childiſh reveries, when the Goſpel: fo clearly 
maintains it's dignity,. and ſo plainly points out a plan: 
ſo honourable to God, ſo ſafe for Man. What a fitneſs 
of things, that the method of recovery ſhould tend to 


hide pride from Man, what proviſion in this covenant for 
God's honour and:his Peoples good, redeemed from all 
iniquity, to be gęalous of good works. 

Elect through ſanctiſication of the ſpirit, and belief of 
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the truth, thus appears à beautiful connection in the 
building from the corner or foundation ſtone, u > through 
the living ſtructure, till the head ſtone be brought forth 
with ſhouting Grace, Grace unto it. 

My young friends J hope moſt of you are born fo riſe, 
ſee an eſtate devolved, writings drawn, defire you not 
to know it? I don't think you will be forward to ſell 
your birthright, but you can't rejoice that your names 
are written in Heaven, never to be cancelled. He that 

| knows not he is an heir, can adopt few ideas better than 
ſervile, ariſe and eat the good of the land, and let your 
Souls delight themſelves in fatneſs, for while you are all 
uncertainty, and live ſo much at your own keeping, you 
cannot ſo much experience the tender faithfullneſs of a 
Father, the conſtancy of a Spouſe, and the unchange- 
ableneſs of a God. | 
- Thirdly, I doubt whether you (in general,) are quite 
clear with reſpe& to the terms of acceptance in the tight 
of God ; do you firmly believe and acknowledge, that 
vou are accepted, only in the beloved ? on the account 
of his active and paſive obedience; his magnifying the 
law, and making it honourable, and that God is well 
pleaſed with you, only for his righteouſneſs ſake. Tis 
an important query where-with thall I come betore the 
Lord? but the anſwer is pertinent and dire&ory, he hath 
ſhewed thee this good, or as one reads it, the good one, 
whom (as faith the Apoſtle, ) God hath ſet forth as a 
propitiation, (as the ſerpent was exibited in the wilder- 
neſs.) . Hearken ye ſtout hearted, though far from right- 
eouſneſs [ bring near my righteouſneſs ; what his moral 
rectitude as deity ? no, that would conſume us, but his 
robe wrought out that being put on, ſurely one yea, all 
may ſay in the Lord have l righteouſnefs,' and I greatly 
1ejoice, becauſe he has cloathed me with his robe of 
righteouſneſs, and therefore this is the name whereby he 
1hall be called, the Lord our righteouſneſs, but more ſur- 
priſing, ſhe ſhall be called the Lord, &c. Jeremiah 33d, 
but how ſo? why I apprehend as the Bride is called the 
Lamb's wife, ſhe takes part of her huſband's name, has 4 
new name, we find this righteouſneſs 'imputed, for as 
the 
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the Meſſiah was cut off, but not for himſelf; fo he 
brought in everlaſting righteouſneſs; not for himſelf, 
for he was made fin for us, (who knew no fin) that we 


might be made the righteoufneſs of God in him, me- 


thinks the natural relation of the fall has ſome reference 


this way! we find our firſt Parents ſewing $#g-leaves, 


but the coverings were too ſhort, and narrow to enwrap 


them, therefore the Lord God made coats of ſkin and 


cloaths them, thus Chriſt of God is made unto. us righte- 
ouſneſs. 

See how it accords? but my dear friends, do you e- 
ver triumph in this righteouſneſs, do you ſpeak of it all 
the day, any part of it? J with it might be ſo! God is 


well pleaſed for it, and ſhall it not be glorious in our 


eyes, ſuffer a word of jeproof. 
t is aſerted that in him ſhall all the ſpiritual ſeed of 


: Ifrael be juſtified, and ſhall glory. The Apoſtles creed 
runs thus, to worſhip God in ſpirit, to rejoice in Chriſt 
| Jeſus, and have no confidence in the fleſh, thoſe only 


are of the true circumciſion. I have ſometimes been loſt 


in divine amaze ! to think a God ſhould live for me, leave 
the inconceivable extaſie of intimacy with the divine 
Father, the inexpreſſible glories of his eternity, for this 
. baſe, : inclement, barbarous world, to adopt the low 
. claimants of-wretched man, to hunger who had the cat- 


tle upon a thouſand hills, thirſt, who had the beſt wine 
at command, nay rivers of pleaſures at his right hand , 


but thus it behoved him to fullfill all righteouſneſs. 


Nou this; is called a gift, a free gift, what are we 
thinking of, or do we think at all? thall-a God be at 


ſo much expence for what we ſo lightly eſteem, or coldly 
accept; wonder oh, Heavens! [forgive the exclamati- 
on, ] I am juſt loſt in ſurprize at my ſelf and others! need 


] ſay more to endear this plan to you, I hope not, ſure- 


ly did we know. the plague of our awn hearts, and the 


infinite holineſs of God; we ſhould beg him only to look 
upon this ſhield, and the face of his anointed, in whom 
juſtice, and truth, are met together, and righteouſneſs 


and peace have kiſſed each other. Thus Zion is te- 


deemcd with judgement, and her converts with righte- 
2 ouſneſe, 
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oufneſs, thus he reſtored that which he took not away 
F ſalm both, 4th Verfe, another thing, | 

Fouthly, [wherein I apprehend a failure,] is a mitfap- 
prehention of the nature, and quality of Grace, as 2 
principle, now you will readily agree with me that God 
is the author, the God of all Grace, Patriot, Patron, now 
muſt not our reaſon allow? that nothing imperfect or 
capable of corruptibillity or failute can proceed from 
him, whoſe gifts, and callings, are without repentance ! 
and whoſe works and ways are perfection! how then can 
that periſh in or from the Soul, which in its own natuie 
is immortal? our Lord gives the emblems to repreſcnt 
matters of fact. | | 5 | | 
The Muſtard Seed—fpringing, branching, to extention, 
The Leaven, —ſtirring, working, to perfection. 


Water—bubbling, riſing, ſpouting, exuberance. Far- 
ther, whilt Man emits corruptible feed, ſhall nota God 
incorupttble ? that liveth and abideth for ever? tis aſſert- 
ed that of his own will, begat he us, by the word of 
truth. And this word in the hand of the ſpirit, is ne- 
ver void, or abortive; always accompliſhes the end pro- 
pos'd, and does not this emblem, naturally convey the 
dea of our Being paſſive? common ſenſe muſt give it: 
Since we are entirely fo, with reference to natural births 
and infinite wiſdom, would not give incorrect, impropes 
emblems. ' Again, born not of the will of the fleth, 
Man, &c. But of God. 11 fi ov't | 
Tis evident that God's plan is to thwart Satan's, and 
as far as he has defign'd it, he certainly will, I came to 
deſtroy the works, &. W402 400%. af 
But it does not appear that he propos'd, or purpoſes, 
to do it in every one, but his Sheep ſhall never periſh : 
He cannot be the Author of that faith he finifhes not, 
did he leave his riſing ſtructure to be demoliſh'd, how 
might Satan cajole, this one began to build, but was not 
able to finiſh. But a God cannot but count the coſt. 
No Man would be baulk'd or difappointed of his in- 
tended views, could he help it, and ſhall not Henven 
fulfill all its pleaſures? were it not weakneſs to ſuppoſe 
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the contrary. In the view of apparent failures: obferve 
the different lodgments of the ſeed of the word. 

Thorns thall choak, if the Huſbandman gather e'm not, 
Satan's fowls ſhall garner them, if God drive not away. 
Perſecutions Sun ſhall blaſt or burn up, if fructifying 
faith be not given, to ſuffer for his ſake. Thus Demas 
hath forſaken, having loved the world. 

Many of his Diſciples went back, walked no more 
with him. But what ſays the Apoſtle! they went out 
from us, hecauſe they were not of us, or they doubtleſs 
had remain'd. So that final falling is eaſily accounted 


for, where no depth of Earth detains, and ſtrong faith 
gets no ſure hold. 


See Saul, and Balaam, and Judas, whom God indulg'd - 


with a taſt of the Heavenly gift, but of how little Grace 
ye are judges. But genuine Chriſtians drink into one 
ſpirit, and lo! out of their bellies flow rivers of living 
Water. May I not enforce the Saviour's words on you, 
O! ye of little faith, wherefore do you doubt ? why not 
give God credit, when ſuch ſinews of ſupport are fur- 
niſn'd out? yea all that might tempt, and engage belief. 
The Mountains ſhall depart, &c. I have ſet thee as 2 
Seal, graven thee on the palms of my Hands, Iov'd with 
an everlafting love, thy Maker is thy Huiband, who hat- 
eth putting away, rejoice that your names are written in 
Heaven, yet how ſmall cauſe, if a creaturely relapſe 


might ſoon eraſe it. But he remaineth faithſull, though 


we change, he cannot deny himſelf, he betroths to him- 
ſclf with judgment, as well as loving-kindneſs, and thoſe 
ſhall not only know the Lord, but follow on to. know 


lum ; he preſerveth the Souls of his Saints, (as was fore- 


told by the Angel of him,) ſaves his people from their 
ſins, which he could not do, if they return'd to their 
old full dominion over them. 

Whether the preſent rejection of the Jews, may ty- 
pifie that ſtate of Soul the Chriſtian ſometimes cx- 
periences, on account of fin, when under divine with— 
drawments, he cries out, as one cut off, caſt away, 
dried up, buried in death, yet concerning ſuch, thus 
ſaith the Lord, 928 | will open your graves, and 
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cauſe you to come forth, and they wityeſs to a reſtor- 
ing of Soul, a leading in the paths of righteouſneſs for his 
name and promiſe ſake, as doubtleſs ſhall the Jews when 
they are ingrafted again, and ſhall ſeek aſter the Lord 
and David their King. 

David, Heman, Jonah, Peter, give atteſtation to a truth, 
(to ſay at leaſt,) how thoughtlefſly diſregarded if not 
diſcarded, the laſt of which avers, that no Scripture is of 
private interpretation, but what Jehovah ſaid to Joſhua, 
he ſpeaks to every Chriſtian, I will never leave thee, nor 
forſake thee, be aſſured then with the Apoſtle Paul, that 
neither life, nor death, things preſent, or to come, 
height, or depth, Heaven, or hell, ſhall ſeparate from 
this love, for he is not the Son of Man, that he ſhould 
repent, whoſe gifts and callings are without it, I name 


not Scripture places, but the ſentences are connect, the 


Lord bleſs em to vou, with a heart connection. | 
The fiſth and laſt thing is, an irreconcileable averſion 


to the thought, of the pollibillity of the failings and ſins 


of Chriſtians, either to work for their good, or the glo- 
ry of God. I hope this ſprings from an inveterate hat- 
red to fin, which I durſt not but approve, yet know, that 
God's thoughts and ways, does not always tally with our 
views and conception of things. Even as to their fitnefſ- 
es, yet muſt not this riddle be folved: Though like 
Sampſon's, it may be proved: How out of the eater, may 
come forth meat, and from the'ſtrong, ſweetneſs. In this 
methinks you evidence à partial acquaintance with 
Scripture, and the wiſdom and power of God, who does 
realy make all things work together for Good, for thoſe 
who are the called according to his purpoſe. Muſt the 
ſpots of God's Children, mark them for Satan's vaſſals ? 
and is perfection the only true badge of chriſtanity? I 
judge the mak is mifs'd. tricks | 

A David can complain, iniquities prevail againſt me, 
a Paul that he is ſold under fin, yet both can advert : My 
tranſgreſſions thou ſhalt purge, and thanks be to God, 
who giveth victory, Eyes pvinted inward, can fee 
nought in the Shulamite, but a company of two Armies. 


Im1zine that as much time had elaps'd e'er the Prophet 
1 Ezekiel 
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Ezekiel was led into the chambers of imagery. So 'tis 


- more advanced light, which diſcovers the latent, Iurk- 


ing, filth of the Soul. Let me confefs freely (for others 
profit, and felt humiliation,) that near forty Years ago, 
reading, Mr. Erſkine aſſert that God might even bring a 
Chriſtian ſo low, as to make him thankful he had a 
grain of Grace left, my then (favour'd, but too unguard- 
ed,) unexpericnc'd, Heart reply'd, ſure I ſhall never be 
brought ſo low as this, but have found it a great truth, 
who like the Children of Iſrael, have been led about, to 
humble, and to prove: I truſt alſo to the appendage. 

To do thee good in thy later end, indeed the Iſraelites 
did little elſe but ſin, and fight, fizht, and fin, all the 
way to Canaan, (how juſt the reſemblance.) God was 
to put out the Nations bcfore them by little and littie. 

Oh ſay ſome, you are patronizing fin: Stand by, | am 
Hholier than thou, that's well, ſo much the better, I do 
realy think Jam the worſt in the world, and am juſt go- 
ing to tell the world, in two intiances, my real thoughts, 
the firſt is in a ſhort extempore litany, the next in an 
epitaph, (which as | think the world won't allow to be 
engariv'd when I'm dead, am willing to give eim whͤilſt 
alive.) N | g 

| The Firſt. 


From world ſin, Satan, Lord deliver me, 
And from my ſelf, far worſe than all the three, 


| And now for my Epitaph. 
If ſome frail flate, theſe dull remains ſhould hide, ! 


When it has told the world, how ſoon | dy'd, 
This trite confeſſion, it may make beſide. 


HERE Il FALL, 
Leſs than ſomething, worſe than nothing, 


GOD IS ALL 


To return, I durſt venture to fay with a Divine, that 
better is the fin, that makes us humble, than the duty, 
which makes us proud. And that God permits his Peo- 


ple, to fall into fin, tor their good, and others too: [ 
think 
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think I can prove: 'Tis ſometimes in Rellgion as in na- 
ture. A burn'd Child dreads the fire, and ſometimes a 
ſorward froward Child, by a ſhrew'd fall, by fearing to 
leave its guide, ofen, ſaves many a bruiſe. Yet ſay not [ 
would countenance fin, for though it may net thraw out 
of favour, yet there is a rod in the coyenant promiſed, 
and in what ever ſhape it comes, does often ſo twinge, 
and torture, that hell only can equal it. 


An Apothecary cannot be faid to recomend poiſon for 
diet, though he ſhould aſſure you, (that in his medical 


way,) he finds it requiſite as a mixture, even ſor eftabliſh- 


inſtance in a few kindly properties. 


lit, when the fins of others, grieve you on God's ac- 


count. 


Id, when thoſe are a glafs, in which you ſee your own. 


wicked heart, but eſfpeciilly, when your own fins, are 
made a bu den to vou, and you ate made to cry for de- 


liverance, when their prevalencey, drives you to the 


power of God. | 

IId, when fins ſhade; more illuftrates Chriſts beautiful 
picture, and its ſting nails you to the brazen Serpent, 
when the rod incites, a fear to offend, and cauſes a divi- 
ner participation of God's holineſs. | 


| deny not, but our artfull enemy, who has a variety 
of ſtrings to his bow, may urge ſome to fin, that Grace 


may abound, as well as ſecretly puff up ſome, ſſtrictly 
religious,) to an almoſt imperceptible falt | 

a half, truſting to ſome- what elſe, belides Chriſt's com- 
plete, and perfect, righteouſneſs for acceptance. For 
what thapes cannot this infetnal protens aſſume, who 
could plead Scripture, even to Chriſt himſelf, and ſome 
tempt, even fram the ſatety of their ſtate. Such are his 
depths, and ſuch our frailty, the good Lord make fin in 
all its ſhapes, and colourings, deteſtable ; and may his 
divine beauty be upon. us, till we wake fully in his like- 
neſs, Amen. | 


Juſt as I was finiſhing this friendly eſſay, a few checks 
ſubſcrib'd, 1 F cane to view, and by a curſory glance. 


obſerving ſome things, I judged Exceptionable, have 
made 


ws a better regimen of health, and now forgive me, if l 


applauſe : and 
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made free to animadvert a little, the juſtneſs or my fe- 
marks, I ſubmit ro your judgment, and now you mutt bear 
with me, if (as a hunter upon the chaſe, ſometimes rides 
over his neighbours fields I in purſuit of truth, ſhould 
ſometimes bear hard upon your, attachments and con- 
nections, and fo probably on tempers, and conſtitutions. 
I confeſs, | never ſaw (what I dupe for) error better 
dreſt, and though truth is buried by the Author, he has 
indulg'd her, with a very fragrant funeral, ſuch a variety 


of rhetorical flowers, that | am perſwaded the won't ſoon 


ſtink, though in ſome places, he has I fear expos'd her. 
Firſt, he aſſerts that Mr. W ——y, like a true Son of 
the Church, and like an honeſt Man, has fo ſubſcrib'd the 
17th Article, as not to reject the 31ſt, what's this? who 
knows not but they are 10 ſubſcribe to them all. - He 
might have ſaid, that a ſuþſcribing to a thing, is an o- 
pen declaration of aſſent, and content, and by the com- 
Pilers, was intended without equivocation, or mental te- 
ſervation, and that he acknowledgeth all, and every of 
the Articles therein contained, to be agreeable to the 
word of God. W 7. WY | 
 Methinks this little word (fo) wears an equivocal af- 
pt t, ſo, that is either as it was, or was not, not as it 
was, OT is, honettly, his ſentiments and exhibitions hav- 
ing been quite oppoſite. As it was not—that it was not, 
there ſo in, his view as ſpecify'd, but at beſt, there muſt 
be ſome impoſition on the Reverend compilers, and were 
they living now, would put the-5th Canon, in force, a- 
ga inſt ſome perſons, which in brief runs thus, if they think 
any part erronious, or ſuch as they may not;with-a good 
conſcience, ſubſcribe unto, let them be excommunicated, 


IPSO FACTO. ' 


An odd mark of a true Son, of the Church, for a genu- 
ine Son, to deceiye its Mother, nor can ſuch, (however 
they would be thought) be ſaid, to be in full communion. 
"Fwere well not to ſtand condemn'd, nor condemn our 
ſelves, in things we allow. | = 

The next thing, is a ſoit of a negative excellence, he 
15 none of thoſe, that put a note ot adiniration on dif- 


tinguithing 


* 
„ 
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tinguiſhing Grace, why me! viz. He is not a Jacob, a 
David, or a Paul. See Gen. 32d Chap. gth and roth 
Verſe, David's, what am 1! and Paul's, uno me lefs 
than the leaſt, to reveal his Son, in me, I judge nearly 
Tantamount. He knew, what was thunder, to his bloo- 
dy minded compinions, was a converting voice to him. 
I find perhaps a dozen of my neighbours on each tide of 
me, cunal, unwak'ned. The Lord hath given me true 
faith, genuine repentance, light to judge the different 
eſtates and c»ſes-of others; may I not exclaim with the 
pious Watts, (ſhould it be modern refinement.) 

Why was | made, to hear thy voice, and enter, whitt 
theres room wh-n Thoufands make a wretched choice, 
and rather ſtarve than come, nay were it not culpable 
to overlook it, ſhall the divine fpirit evidence, and wit- 
neſs the fonthip: And the Soul diſregard. After God 
had reminded the Children of Iſrael of his former aftec- 
-tion, he rejoins, wilt thou not from this time, cry unto 
me my Father, &c. If an offended Prince, receives a 
few of his rebellious Subjects into favour, and perhaps 
ſome of the worſt, would not each, for himſelf, particu- 
larly wonder at the diſtinguiſhing at? Now this you 
know i the caſe, with all whom the Spirit truly convin- 
ces, to adjudge themſelves the worſt ; which is indeed a 
beauty, and the fitneſs of things, and from this view can- 
not but 'admire, ſovereign, Jiftinguiſhin Grace, Me- 
thought I juſt heard the penitent thief exclaiming, why 
me but I may be fancifull ſometimes. 

But the gondneſs of God he ſays leads, (not drags,) 
can he ſplit the hair betwixt drawing, and dragging ? it 
may convey an idea of rather more force exerted, but 
not more than Scripture warrants, Chriſt poſitively 
aſſerts, we cannot come without drawing, and the ſpirit 
in Paul adverts, that it is the exceeding greatneſs of his 
power, working, mightily, in them that believe, and 
when God ſays, I drew tſiem with cords, and bands, it 
cannot but imply ſuch backwardneſs and ubſtinacy, as 
requires irrefiſtable Grace, (as much as this term is ſcoff'd 
and jeer'd at,) to accomplith, nay as it has juſt occur'd to 


me what Mr. W ——-y has pray'd for, “ and force them 
to be ſay d by Grice, 
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Agreeable to what the divine Father promis d 
Meſſiah, thy People mall be willing, in the Day of thy 
power, but adjures him to gird on hie ſword, or make 
bare his arm, for conqueſt, But why tl.i- N. B. I don't 
remember in the courſe, of five and foity Years attend- 
ance on the word, to have heard a Calviniſt uſe the 
phraſe ; but this is one oi his own merry thoughts. You'll 
hear him perhaps at Madeley, exclaiming, that he is 
ty'd and bound, with the chains of his tins, the Lord 
looſe the priſoner, though he ſhould drag till he break 
the chain: But this ſhould convince him, that he is not a 


free moral agent. If we have loſt the power of obeying, - 


God has not loft of commanding. And as (foolith) as it 
is in him, may and does uſe this as a means, to ſlay the 
ſinner, he intends to ſave. How evident this in Paul's 


caſe, and chriſtian experience, to hide pride from Man. 


A Lord may challenge his Steward for ſpent Money, and 
degrade him, for the greater illuſtration of forgiving 
Grace, but if earthly ſimilies fall ſhort, let him think, 
this may be one of thoſe ways of Deity ſublime to ours, 
nor raſhly charge him foolithly. | 

At page 18, it ſhould ſeem the Prophets, Chriſt, and 
his Apoſtles, knew nothing of particular Election, ethca- 
ſious Grace, perſeverance, &c. thoſe tew obicure contro- 
verted points. 


But the Calviniſts run into refinements, unknown to 


thoſe ancient Gentlemen, I think I have known my Bi- 
ble near as long as this Gentleman, and though no Scho- 
lar, have been open and free for divine teachings,. and 
think if plain Engliſh is to be cad, and underſtood, I 
could quote upwards of two hundred plain proofs for 
each, in our Data, all Doctrines, according to godlineſs. 
But what is written in the word, how readeth he? nay 
how connteth this ſpiritual Arithmetician, bear with me 
if I judge the divine ſpirit has not as yet, led him into 
all truth, fince he ſo mutilates, and mars that Goſpel 
roviſſion which has prov'd the life and nouriſhment of 
Tillions of Saints, aver'd by thei: laſt breathing teſtimo- 
nies, 


But 


' * — * 


ay 
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Spring, Maus utter inabillity to do any thing as of him- 
ſelf, and the abſolute neceſity of the Grace and ſpirit of 
God, to raiſe, even a good thought, br defire in our 


But he tells us that Mr, W —— y, did aſſert to laſt. 


hearts; way is not Mr. MV, a Calvinift? what am 


about? I ſhould have added. the blood and righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt; being the ſole meritorious cauſe of our 


Salvation. Here's for you, 'twere pity he had not held 


faſt the form of found words, but ſuffer the Summer Sun 
to blaſt. Another partial cenſure, his imputing the forni- 


cation and falſhood of fome profeſſors, to an election, : 
through ſanctification of the ſpirit, and belief of the 
truth. A Being choſeſt to be holy, and without blame; 2 


Being called (not to wncleaneſs,) but to holineſs. 
Shall their igh&rance of its true difpoſition, or a fol- 


lowing their corrupt inclinations, contaminate the di- 


vine decrees, as well may we reject every ordinance, be- 
cauſe there will be allways hypocrites, and falfe profeſ- 
fors join, or chide the Sun for ſhining on a dunghill, 


ſince the efflivia is ingratefull though the ray is unble- 


miſh'd. | a 855 85 
But knows he not the remarkable fanctity ot a paul, 
James, John, and the ancient Puritans, 1 dare ſay fifty to 


. a 2 


one, who liv'd and dy'd a credit to their profefſion, and 


at this time to my knowledge, numerous in Lonpon, who 


evidence how far thoſe Goſpel truths influence the di- 


vine life, fo that this ſtraying Swallow, ſhall not dupe a 
Summer, or yet will he aſſert ſuch an one irrecoverably 


_ * 


loft, or that God can bring nd good, from ſiich apparent 
evil. have read of a Prince, who forgave twice, his 


Language was, firſt, a Rebel, next 4, Traitor, I pardon, 


but henceforward, let an eternal amity fubfiſt, this ſo 


won, ſo Ove wer'd the Souls ſuſceptible Faculties, he 
commenc'd all fidelity. SEE LET | 


think he need not have mention'd there being but a 
ſtep between high arminaniſm, and ſelf righteouſneſs, 1 
believe they lodge on the ſame floot, not on the foiinda- . 
tion, nor that next the Sky. Here is likewiſe high Calvi- 
niſm, (that's very high,) why? is not Calvins Inftitutions, * 


Calvins Inſtitutions; and apoſtolic Inſtitutions, from 
; the 


4 2 


the divine unzrring ſpirit, what does Calvin ay on this 
point: That the A oftle does not ſay? but 'tis easier to 
call him, an Antinomian, then to prove him fo. 

Again, when he attempts to paliate for Mr, ine ea bb 
not mentioning the blood and righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
his minutes, I think he had better been filent, for He 
would have thought it a great omilſion, who refoly'4 to 
make mention of his righteouſneſs and of his only, nay, 
to talk of it all the Day, nor know to quit the ſubject, 
and where this is left out, and Mans recommended, to a 
Chriſtian auditory, it wears no good aſpect, —ſince, 

If God's foundation don't appear. we build bur Caſtles 
in the Air. And as | hive mention'd the minutes, fargive 
me, if I ſpend one moment, in intorming you, how ther 


appeared to me. 


The firſt directory very commendable, take heed to 
your doctrine, «we have leaned too much toward calvi— 
niſm,” viz. He among the reſt: Now, I don't know in 
what point of view, ſoine might behold his Hand! ing, but 
the quick ſighted Calviniſts, alu avs thought he lean; d the 
other way, and I muſt ſay this, for mott | have heard this 
forty Years, that if they chanc'd to ſtumble upon a cal- 
viniſtic principle, (as though conſcious of a ſlip,) a ſug- 
den ſpring has recovered their native footing : “ If a 
Man is not faithfull in the uarichteous mammon, God 
will not give him the true riches. 4 

Now, [ don't think God ever (aid fo, thouzh it is ſaid 
WE Ou: ht ty aſſert it from God. he ails us indeed how 
he can do it, but God knows low, and has dore it in 
three inftances, which juit occurs to thought. Matthew, 
and Zacheus, two Put l'cans, both of a cheating trade and 


the thicf upon the croſs, tio noted for extortion, and un- 


faithfulncf;, and the other, tor down right dithoneſtv, to 
thoſe mercy aud Salvation were fhewn, ven committed, 
even the tive riches, of Grace ant glory. How many ha, 
Grice found in theſe foity Years, (Prod! gals miſpend- 
ing their time, talents, riches, &c.) in high-w Vys, & hedg- 
es, & huis been compelled to cowe in? or their ſtra gli, g 
feet, h1d eternal]. „Hu nbled up. on the dur mountains. As 


God works bath 10 will, & to do, whom he makes willing, 
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does by that power improve, not (but as I obſerv'd be- 
fore,) the law may be preſented, and is often deputed a 
School- Maſter, to bring us to Chriſt, and many things 
may be urged to the carnal, which is evidently their du- 
ty, as creatures. Such as prayer, and praiſe, attending 
the Sanctuaty, which doing, though theie ie not an abſo- 
lute promiſe of acceptance, there's a gracious hint, who- 
ſo findeth me, findeth lite, and ſhall obtain favour. 

But does not our Lord exhort to work, labour, earneſt- 
ly for enduring meat? he did 1 judge, for four reaſons. 

Iſt, He knew the food of the Soul was infinitely pre- 
ferable. | 
IId. That they might be led to reflect on ſpiritual, or 
ſoul indigencies. 

ItId, As a reproof to thoſe that followed him for the 
Loaves. | 

And laftly, as his choſen among them, might be direct- 
ed to cleave to him, as the true Bread, and ſay Lord ev- 
ermore give us this Bread. 

There was an enquiry by a Legaliſt, what ſhall I do, 
that I might work, the work of God; now in order to 
put him out of his wrong notion, Chriſt ſays, this is the 
work of God, that ye believe, yet well knowing he 
could not himſelf believe, becauſe Given to believe; now 
working for life, muſt be a working for faith, without 
which, it is impoſſible to pleaſe God, and working for 
ſomething, pre-ſuppoſes — to be paid for the 
work. But faith was never conſider'd as a debt, but a gift, 
and given to him that worketh not, not him that believe 
eth, but in order to believing. 

Thoſe that would work ſor life, he ſends to the Law, 
to try, but as there is no law that can give life, he muſt 
be in this caſe, the laſt reſource; for we would all be 
trimmers, though he exclaims, wherefore gad ye about 
to change your way? and often chuſes to make us weary 
in the greatneſs of our way, that he may be apply'd to, 
who is the way, truth and life. 

Alas, that Men ſhould naturally want to be doing, 
though like young Children, they do nothing but mit- 


chief, thus therefore the working for the inheritance of 
eternal 


1 


eternal life was to believe, but as the very plowing of 
the wicked is fin, thoſe dead works cannot avail, nor 
need methinks the Soul to work for what is given it. But 
zdly, A Man is to do nothing in order to juſtificati- 
on, nothing can be more falſe,” does he mean juſtifica- 
tion before Men? I join him, ſhew me thy faith by thy 
works. But I find 'tis in order to find favour with God, 
here's one truth, | believe we hold: it is God that juſtifieth, 
but ſee a contrary evidence, being juſtify'd freely by his 
Grace; ſo this is a gift, and the free gift came upon all, 
(viz. all that are juſtify'd) to juſtification of lite, to him, 
that worketh not, but believeth, (through faith given,) 
this is counted for righteouſneſs. God muſt juſtifie, ei- 
ther for ſomething done by us, in us, or for us, not by us, 
for by the works of the Law, no fleth living 1hall be juſti- 
fy'd, nor by faith conſidered as a work, wrought in, for 
it is through the Redemption of Chriſt, faith only an in- 
ſtrument. Faith ſanctifies, qualifies, and makes meet for 
lory. But God is well pleaſed for (His) righteouſneſs 
fake. who magnified the Law, and made it honourable, 
accepted in the beloved. 
We are legally and ſpiritually dead, what can a dead 
Man do towards his revival in juſt fication? Indeed 
Mr. W— well ſays, God can Circumciſe his heart 
to love him, take away the ftone, give a new heart, &c. 
Yes this comports with the idea that we are paſſive, 
but is it Mans working in order to find favour ? review 
the whole affair. 
gut who of us is now accepted with God“? why, I 
dare ſay none that durſt imagine he can join any thing, 
with the ſeamleſs robe of a Redcemers righteouſneſs ;. 
none that can't make mention of; apd triumph in it : 
But Mr. F-—r fays common ſenſe dictates, that a Re- 
bel muſt firſt lay down his arms, before he ſhould re- 
ceive 2 pardon from his Prince; | judge that God's ways 
are even = above common ſenſe in ſome meaſure, if he 
uſtifies the ungodly, 'tis before they ground their arms, 
7 unto thee, live in thy blood, Ezek. 16th Cha. 6th 
erſe. . 
Pray what had become of - Lin had God waited for 
2 his 
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his penitence? he graciouſly put up with his inſults, 
waited to be gracious, till the exalted Prince, gave him 
repentance. 

Ihe King offer'd at the feaſt ; ſent out ſervants : But 
they all with one conſent, (all of a kidney,) excus d, did 
Our Saviour mean any thing here? is there no analogy f 

*But who among thoſe that never heard of Chriſt? 1 
mall anſwer as Peter's Maſter did to ſuch another over- 
curious queſtion ? what is that to us, tollow ye me, and 
not torget to pray for them, that there is no other name 
given among Men is enough for us, make thy calling and 
election ſure.” 

Not by the merit of works, but by works as a condi- 
tion.“ | read of ualifications, I have ordained you to 
ring forth fruit, Jenn t5th, I will, and you mall, fco- 
venant Terms.) | OT WITS 

What have we then been diſputing about, theſe thir- 
ty Years? why ! fear there has been an attempt to dreſs 
error in truths coat, and ſhould you rob her, I hope 
to prefer old naked truth, even though fallen, in our 
Streets, but it is more than (bare words,) 'tis doctrines, 
eilentialls, food, cloathing, happineſs, eternal life. 

If Mr. W y telieves the ſawe with all the cloud 
of Witneſſes, Martyrs, Confeſſors, Aſſemblies of Divines, 
&c. why ſhould he put fo many plain hearted Chriftians, 
(by odd expreſſions) to the pain of thinking he dittered 
mater ially from tliem, it muſt (at leaſt) be a very whimfi- 

cal turn he has : but more ſo'to'draw in, fo many adher- 
ents, both to ſpeak like him, and vindicate hini in it. 

As to merit; tis the laſt of my thoughts, to have it in 
any creaturely ſhape, the radiance of a Redeemers, will 
abſorb every ignis fatuus, an earthly Vapour has little 
Mare with noontide blaze. 
hut does not talking of a juſtify'd, or ſanRtify 'd 
ſtate, tend to miſſlead Men to truſt i in w. hat has been done 
in one moment“? 

Jauſwer that talking of a perfectly ſanRify'd'(ate; 
has miſlead many contrary to the light of the Teſtimo- 
ny, to theii own diſgrace. But that it has been the cuſ— 
tom of Believe ers to talk of, and triumph in imputed 
righteouſneſs 
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righteouſneſs I have before ſhewn : And that all Lifes 
Day, and if ſome talk as thould not talk, | muſt with him 
deplote it, obſerving with him, “ in caſe of rejection, at. 
this rate we muſt give up the Bible, fot the Socinians 
receive it, 

In one moment, whether God takes moments in his acts 
of juſtifying, I won't ſay, but J have read of one, whoſe 
juſtification and ſanctification both, does not appear to 
have been many minutes about, I mean the honeſt Thief, 
It ſeems hard truſting to what God, docs for us, and in 
us, though his Spirit witneſſes it. 

But. there is one bold ftroke,] had like to have miſs d; 
In which he has not been affraid to offend, againſt the 
generation of the righteous. 

SY Calyiniſts in practice, ” viz. Looſe Antinominans, I 


judge he had better been Tongue ty d than have given 


it ſuch baſe play, as his conſcience muſt whiſper, its 
knowledge of many who has, and does now tranſpire, the 
excellent, ; of the garth, who like Moſes ſtanding in the 
gap, has warded of Brittanias deſerved ſtroke. 

« We are every hour, and every moment, (pleafing 
or) diſpleaſing to God, according to our works. Now 
] deny not, but with reſpet to Man, this is the. gene— 
ral refult, and the idea with reſpect to God, feems 
foinr'd for Proper uſe, But is it agreeable with his na- 
ture, (who is of one mind) to give him creaturely chang- 


es? He cannot but hate fin, but he knoweth our frame, 


why on this view, ſuch a Poor, weak, guilty, forgetful, 
fooliſh, creature as M in, as the beſt of Men, miſt be 5 
ways keeping him on the fret, but though we change, 
he remaineth faithful, bet rot li d with judgment, as well 
as with loving kindneſs, as | have heard a Man ſay, I 
know'd my W ite” 5 temper befcre I had her, but there, I 
lik her. 

' Knowing the end from the begin! ng God has ap- 
e nit and in the fitneſs of time and thin, 38, gives 
the ki the frown, the ſmile, and the rod. 

' The Camticles I take to be a typical repreſentatation 
of the love, conduct, and carriage, of the heavenly 
Bridegtoom, towards his 5 the Church. This I 

Mr. F-——r. think 


C--39 


think is generally agreed upon. Now obſerve, though 
ſhe complains of withdrawments, and her own unkind 
ip | carriage, the divine lover never hints a foregoing, his 
848 | fix d eſteem, his unalienable affection, he leaves her to 
„ cure her of her floth, ſuffers the Watchman to ſmite her, 


ſnatch the veil ſhe would ſkreen her diſhabille under, 
: but not a word of ſevere reproach. Many waters can- 
' not quench his love, nor was hers froze, whoſe heart 
| was ftill awake, thus this King of glory, paſſes by a 
_ { tranſgreſſion, which wins on the generous ſoul, far more 
\ | than the auſtere, or ſouer ſevere, Yet knows to krep 
\ "3 | the Majeſty of his perfections, and goverment, reſpeta» 
ble, without the low redrefs of being almoſt always out 
of temper. Nor does thoſe unparalel'd endearments in 
language, and affect ion, tend to make the Bride deſert 
.—_— | her Lover, and become a proſtitute to every random wo- 
4 | er. No ſhe holds him fait, and will not let him go, begs 
| to be fet as a ſea), nor traverſes the wildernefs without 
him, yea cites an eternity, to rivet the ſtable link. 
gut it is according to the whole of our inward tem- 
| pers and outward behaviour.” I judge he means the 
| main ſcope (with the Apoſtle,) when he ſays, for the 
| fins of the whole world, and the whole world lieth in ” 
| the wicked one, &c. and that by our, he means head 
[4 and members of the community, now I have too much 
charity ro think them wholly bad, and perhaps too 
little to think them wholly good, fince the boly ſpirit, 
in the wiſeſt Man declares, there is none that liveth, 
and finneth not, or if he means the whole of life's Day, at 
the cloſe of which, he is only ſure, either eternally to 
have or loſe, He might read that the foundation of 
God ſtandeth fure, and fo ſeal'd that no intruders, or 
cavillers, can blot or eraſe it, the Lord knoweth them 
that are his, he knew how trecherouſly they would deal, 
and was called tranſgreſſors from the womb, ſays I know 
my Sheep, and am known of them, I ſcarce durſt add 
he hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob: And thou art all as 
fair my Love, there is no ſpot in thee; (for poor Dr. 
Criſpe's ſake,) But if the Lord is pleas d to love a ſoul, 
becauſe he will, I think he knows what he is about ; and 
] know not any buſineſs the moſt perfect Creature, has 


W 
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with it. But to rejoice in the heights, and adore the 
depths. My Friends may not this be one inſtance, in 
which God's ways are above ours ? 

Hath not Mr. W. y aſſerted for theſe forty years 
ſteadily, that all power to think a good thought, much 
more to will, or do. is from God, by meer Grace, & that 
his Sermons, and tracts wi.l prove it? why, here i am ſet 
faſt again, but ſhould he play at fait, and looſe, or im- 
. blow heat, and cold, out of the fame mouth, 

ke the friendly ſavage, I tear I mutt turn upon him. 
Did I profeſs God did all in, and for me, I durſt not fo 
inconſiſtent ly burleſque his everlaſting love, and execrate 
my ſelf, if the general ſcheme were not true, though 
more modeſtly ſometimes he begs to be heard, if God ap- 
proves of his notion of univerſal Grace, and that he 
would ſpeak the approbation to his Soul, yes makes a 
poor ſinner beg hard for a quick ning ſpirit, and the ſpi- 
rit of power, to be ſent down from on high, and promiſ- 
es perſeverance to the Chriſtian, 


In him a pure River of Life ſhall ariſe, 
Shall in the believer, ſpring up to the Skies. 


Again, if thou wilt the ſinner have, thou can'ſt work 
the will in me, very right, but alas, non nemo contra- 
dictio. 

« Whether I repent, or no, I may repent and live. 
If this is confonant, I refer to your judgement ? I little 
thought to have gain'd this length, have been oblig'd to 
curtail ſentences, and yet ſee mitter for more Animad- 
verſions, a word or two more | hope you will excuſe. 

Mr. F——r inſinuates that free diſtinguiſhing love, 
and favour, has a natural tendency to work difleſteem 

and ingratitude. 
' TI only ſuppoſe in his courſe of miniſterial Life, he 
might have been bleſs'd with ſome Patron or Patronels, 
who engag'd to be 4 friend, to him as long as he liv'd ; 
now I think ſo charitably of him, that he would not wil- 
lingly affront : far lef- ungratefully treat, ſuch open un- 
' merited goodneſs. But the poor favour'd Calviniſt, it 


ſeems, is almoſt oblig'd to prove that ingrate, What? 


Cannot 
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cannot calviniſtic faith work by love? and purify the 


heart, and fill with good fruits, he knows it has, and 
does. I'd almoſt forgot, © whether | repent or no, I 
may repen' and live, viz. it is in my power, at my op- 
tion it 1 chuſe, vaſtly pretty! not it it pleaſe God to in- 
cline me, and make me willing, that were antinomianiſm. 

Now my Friends, I >ppeal 10 your experience, (you 
that have known the plague of your own hearts,) I can't 
help here obſerving what a diſtinguiſhing proof this, of 
Solomons infight.] If you don't think there was a natu- 
ral averſion in vou to God, and his ways, I know many 
of you have confeſs'd it, have you made your ſelves io 
differ? take the lead in Heaven, but don't mar the ſong, 
wito him that loved us, &c. but I judge you recede. No, 
nor can all the moral ſx ation, however pathetic, and en- 
forc'd avail, till God opeys the heart. Admit this very 
plain fimile, I know a Friend greatly averſe to Cheeſe, 
] reaſon on its uſefullneſs for digeſtion, its compoſition 
of fat ning Cream, &c. & o. 

'Tis vain babling, his ſtomach is ſhut againſt it, and 
nonc but the God of nature can open, or removeithe a- 
verſion. A »chement Preacher may. exclaim, finne: ! 
Chriſt ſtands at the door of thy heart, and knecks, open 
to him, believe in him, thou may'ft this moment, he has 
dy'd for thee, redeem'd thee, the poor creature has ſome- 
thing; elſe to do, unbelief has barr'd the door, till he 


comes, who openeth, and no Man ſhwtcth,; and by the 


exceeding, irretiſtible, greatneſs of his power, works 
mighitily in him to believe. The hearers can't find faith, 
are perhaps ſomewhat alarm'd, and are encourag d to 


run about to work, when it is actually the gift of God. 


What then ſay you is the end of preaching? and the 
. duty of tinners? Tis the duty, of Creatures, to attend 
their, Sovereign's appoigiments, as they can't be happy 
ſeparate from their Maker: Some find bim there, and 
find Life: And after all the. noiſy Luilles of controverſy, 
checks on one ide, and ſpurs on the other, io turn folks 
round, till they are giddy, li appears to reaſnn, expe- 
N and common f-nfe, that the word read, or heard, 
is generally the mean of awakening, and converting. 
Aſter 


9 . 
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After that ye heard the word of truth, the Goſpel of 
your Salvation. That this is faſt'ned in a ſure place, by 
the Maſter of aſſemblies : There he calls whom he has 
predeſtinated, and when the enmity is lain, the will 
and affect ions turn'd for God, there's a cry after him, 
he hears; a longing he ſatisfics: The Soul is chang'd 
into his image: (is adopted for his,) And partakes his 
Glory. 

And was it poſſible for me to be more confirm'd, I free- 
Iy confeſs, I ſee more evident inconteſtable, evidence, 
of the truths aſſerted in the natural unfeigned confeſſions, 
and experiences of two or three good old Women, late- 
ly converted, taught of God, work'd into his likeneſs, 
and the ſpirit of the Goſpel, than in many laboured 
Treatiſes: And which the deepeſt cutting rhetorical 
figures can't eraſe, | 

The word, All, fo tortur'd into fome confeſſions, or 
work'd in the fire of contention, can't poſſibly bear the 
weight (as a nail, ) ſo many imprudently hang upon it, 
well l wot it was never faſtned by the Matter of aſ- 
ſemblies, nor deliver'd in the ſenſe urg'd, by the one 

Shepherd. I can produce more than a dozen places, 
where, Arminius himſelf, would confeſs its failure; let 
three or four ſuſhce, ſee Matthew 2d, Herod troubled, 
and all Jeruſalem with him, what? and tidings of great 
Joy to all People, Luke 15th Cap. 1ft Verſe. All the 
ublicans and Sinners to hear him. All ſhall know him, 

from the greateſt to the leaſt, I wiſh it true in an unli- 
mited ſenſe, was it God's pleaſure, friends let matters of 
fact, be your foundation, actions ſpeak, he bore the fins 

of many, gave his Life a ranſom for many, himſelf for 

all to be teſtifyd in due time. Redeem'd from among 

Men, out of every kindred and nation, &c. You ſee this 

will bear, juts with obſervation, if you read. Men and 

things, and would learn God's mind, from his ways and 

works, and ſhould thoſe mean endeavours in the light of 
the divine ſpirit, illume to ſhow vou the more excellent 

way. The Glory be wholly aſcribed, to the great giver 
of every good Gift, Amen. x nd bi 
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A ſhort Sketch of the Goſpel Feaſt. | 


\ Benign Lord (in a fevere 8 orders a Dinner 
| At the Poor of M. 'Tis publith'd, ſome few wan't ad- 
mit the Report, thofe I ſhall call Sceptiſts, Deifts, &c; and 
ſome like not the Donor, rather would be Satan's Meff- 
mates, openly, profane. However, moſt attend, fome 
meerly taſte, others feed, the Lord having previouſly de- 
termin'd a Moiety for ſuch as receiv'd no pay of the Pa- 
rith, ordered it to be ſecretly given, (which I ſhall call 
the white Stone, and new name, with farther Promiſes,) 


this ſettled a requeſt, publickly made as follows, A 


Garden near hand needs Culture, aſſiſtance for à few 
Hours would be acceptable, this cauſes fearchings, ſome 
plead lameneſs, ergo ignorance, ſoine had engaged to 
take a walk after Dinner, thoſe I call Antinomians, fome 
reaſon'd were they calFd for his bye ends, theſe are mur- 
murers againſt the good Man of the Houſe, who ſay what 


Profit is it, &c. 


But thoſe who receive the Gift, are won over, their 
Hearts the Chariots of a willing People, one fays Lord, 
what wilt thou have me to do, another, thy requeſts are 
not grievous, a third's Heart is opened, a fourth, I will 
run, I am thy Servant truly, at laſt, a Senior alledges, 
behold we are all here before God to do, &c, Thoſe I 


call a conventicle of true Calviniſts, who though they 


ſhould hap unavoidably to foil themſelves in digging, 
are furniſh'd with a Fountain near, where they may not 
only wafh their Feet, John 13th. & 1oth, but alſo bathe, 
ſatizfy'd their labour, will not be in vain. in the Lord, 


AN E! GR AM. 


Though F—tch -s Sermon, “ and my proof, 
For 3 ſure hold, ſeem clear enough; 
Let me irn retract. 

Who can deny Matters of Fact? 

Since Works, and Merit, have ta'en place, 
Tis pla in a Man, may fall from Grace. 
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+* Alluding to a Manuſcript Ser, front Rom, 11. tc 6the. þ 


